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Legal Loophole

Commandments for cities that are “very far from you”:

[10] “When you draw near to a city to fght against it, ofer terms of peace to it. [11] And if
it responds to you peaceably and it opens to you, then all the people who are found in it
shall do forced labor for you and shall serve you. [12] But if it makes no peace with you,
but makes war against you, then you shall besiege it. [13] And when the LORD your God
gives it into your hand, you shall put all its males to the sword, [14] but the women and the
little ones, the livestock, and everything else in the city, all its spoil, you shall take as
plunder for yourselves. And you shall enjoy the spoil of your enemies, which the LORD
your God has given you. [15] Thus you shall do to all the cities that are very far from you,
which are not cities of the nations here.”  (Deut. 20:10–15 ESV)

Commandments for cities in the land of Canaan:

[16] “But in the cities of these peoples that the LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance ,
you shall save alive nothing that breathes, [17] but you shall devote them to complete
destruction, the Hittites and the Amorites, the Canaanites and the Perizzites, the Hivites
and the Jebusites, as the LORD your God has commanded, [18] that they may not teach
you to do according to all their abominable practices that they have done for their gods,
and so you sin against the LORD your God.” (Deut. 20:16–18 ESV)

Serpent Story: Part II

Summary Genesis 3 Joshua 9

Both the serpent and the 
Gibeonites act with 
cunning/shrewdness (‘aram)

“Now the serpent was more crafty 
than any other beast...” (Gen. 3:1)

“[The Gibeonites] on their part 
acted with cunning...” (Josh. 9:4)

Being ofered food (fruit from the 
tree, aged provisions), both Eve 
and the Israelites take (laqach) it 

“[The woman] took of its fruit and
ate...” (Gen. 3:6)

“So the men took some of their 
provisions...” (Josh. 9:14)

The tempters (the serpent and the 
Gibeonites) are cursed (’arar) for 
their deception 

“Because you have done this, 
cursed are you above all 
livestock...” (Gen. 3:14)

“Now therefore you are cursed...” 
(Josh. 9:23)
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